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Santa Maria della Vita
the monumental site of Santa Maria della Vita, is the most important example of Baroque 
architecture in Bologna. It includes the Sanctuary, which houses the largest collection of 
terracotta sculptures of the Italian Renaissance, the Compianto sul Cristo Morto by niccolò 
dell’arca; the oratorio dei Battuti, which houses the transito della Vergine by alfonso lombardi, 
and the Museum of Health, situated in the old Santa Maria Della Vita hospital.
 
this church was founded in the second half of the 13th century by the confraternity “Battuti of S. 
Maria della Vita” which is one of the first confraternities emerged in Italy after the flourishing of 
the movement of the Disciplinati in 1260 in Perugia on the impulse of Raniero Fusani. Besides 
the flagellation’s practice the members provided assistance to pilgrims and invalids in the 
adjacent hospital which is now disappeared.
 
the church - which is owed to the title of sanctuary- was enlarged between 1454 and 1502 and 
reconstructed at the end of the 17th century by the architecte g. B. Bergonzoni after a ruinous 
cave-in of the roof in 1686. the dome was built on the plan of giuseppe tubertini. the interior 
has an elegant and airy design and was built on an elliptic plane where the famous plastic 
group of the “Pietà” (Compianto del Cristo Morto) is to be admired, since it is one of the most 
vigorous and expressive masterpieces of the Italian sculpture, moulded by nicolò dell’arca in 
the second half of ‘400.
 
on the high altar there is the fresco “Madonna della Vita” dated back to the second half of 
the 14th century.

the history of Bologna begins somewhere around 1200 BC, the period of the Villanova civilisa-
tion. as early as the 6th century BC we find references to an urban centre which the Etruscans 
called Felsina. after being occupied by the gauls, the town was conquered by the Romans in 
the 2nd century BC. and re-named Bononia. With the decline of the Roman Empire it came under 
the sway first of the Byzantines, then of the lombards and finally of the Papal State of Rome.
Bologna continued to flourish until it became an important centre during the age of the Com-
munes, when it proudly proclaimed its independence as a free commune. It was here that the 
first university in Europe was born, in 1088. During this period the numerous towers for which 
the city is famous were erected by Bolognese families as signs of prestige. In the 16th century 
Bologna was incorporated in the Papal State, which enriched its architecture with many new 
churches. In 1796 French troops seized Bologna, but after the Congress of Vienna in 1815 the 
city was restored to the Church. later, the austrians took possession, but in 1860 Bologna was 
definitively annexed to the Kingdom of Italy.

Bologna’s arcades
Bologna has almost 24 miles of arcades! Protected from the sun and sheltered from the rain, 
youcan enjoy the pleasure of strolling around the town in all seasons. the arcades (known as 
the portici) were built when the growing numbers of university students and teachers created 
an urgent demand for new lodgings. the upper storeys of the buildings were extended to make 
new rooms, leaving a covered space for pedestrians and for trading at street level.

Bologna University (1088)
Bologna University came into being when famous law scholars known as the “glossators” were 
ummoned to the city to make commentaries on the ancient Codices of Roman law. Whereas 
other universities - the Sorbonne, for instance - were founded by the Church or by monarchs, 
the Studium of Bologna is an example of a secular establishment based on close links between 
the students and the Commune. the life of the University has remained closely linked with that 
of the city ever since.



The meeting has been organized by 
Maternity and Pediatrics Department of aUSl Bologna - Italy 

together with 
Kronoberg County Council, Växjö - Sweden 

as a part of a “nEtWoRK FoR lEaRnIng in a European perspective”, will take place a con-
ference with representatives from various hospitals of different European health companies. 

the network has been in existence for almost 10 years and includes obstetrics areas, quality 
and patient safety within Health Systems.
nowadays countries included in the network are Denmark, Finland, Holland, Italy, lithuania, 
austria, Portugal, Spain and Sweden with a participation of nineteen hospitals.    
          
among the objectives the meeting proposes there is the intention to create, in European circle, 
a net of real international development that could facilitate a direct and spontaneous contact 
among workers, professionals and executives.  In the optics of a transversal and constructive 
exchange that can stimulate growth, knowledge and innovation, the meeting will provide an 
opportunity to build new contacts in the various areas within the network. 
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27 march 2012
10.00-11.40 registration 

11:40 Welcome speech 
Massimo annicchiarico 

11:50 Introductory session 
Fabrizio Sandri 

12:00 Introductory session 
annalisa Silvestro

12:10 Introductory session 
gun-Britt Ivansson

12:20 Introductory session 
Bengt nellgård

12:40 “an  international comparison-a way to improve” 
Ingrid tollgerdt 

13:00-14:00 Lunch/Buffet 
“Sapori Soavi”

14:00 “Quality system in health Organization” 
laura Biagetti 

14.30 “risk management in health Organization” 
andrea Minarini

15:00 “Maternity care and management - 
our exchange experience” 
Cinzia Vicinelli

15:30 “Building a network for learning” 
Ms gun-Britt Ivansson 

 (coffee break)

16:00 “health care in Europe – a view of services provided” 
Ingrid tollgerdt

17:00-18.00 Museum visit: Il compianto di Santa Maria della Vita

20.00 Dinner 
restaurant ”dal Biassanot” via Piella, 16/a



28 march 2012
9:00 Brief summary of yesterday

9:10-11.00 Division into two groups 
1.Quality and patient safety; 
2.Obstetric and Maternity care

 During the second day the meeting is proposed, 
across the elaboration of questions and suggestions differentiated by 
participants, to identify engagements, courses 
and the future formalities for the development of the network

11:00-12:00 Summary

 Lunch 
”Trattoria Trebbi” via Solferino 40/b
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Italy

Dr Massimo Annicchiarico 
Health Director aUSl Bologna

Dr. Fabrizio Sandri 
Director of Maternity and Pediatrics Department and 
neonatology/nICU aUSl Bologna

Dr Annalisa Silvestro 
Director of nursing, Midwifery, technical and Rheabilitative 
Service aUSl Bologna

Dr. Andrea MInarini 
Director Risk Management Unit aUSl Bologna

Dr. Laura Biagetti 
Quality Manager, Director of Quality Unit aUSl Bologna

Dr. Giorgio Scagliarini 
Director of obstetrics and gynaecology Unit of Maternity 
and Pediatrics Department aUSl Bologna 

Mr Oscar Visani 
Referent of nursing and Midwifery Service of Maternity and 
Pediatrics Department aUSl Bologna

Dr. Cinzia Vicinelli 
Midwives Coordinator of obstetrics Unit of Maternity and 
Pediatrics Department aUSl Bologna

Dr Patrizia Girotti 
Midwives Coordinator of obstetrics Unit of Bentivoglio 
Hospital aUSl Bologna

Dr. Marinella Lenzi 
gynaecologists and risk referent of Maternity and 
Pediatrics Department aUSl Bologna

Dr. Marcella Falcieri 
gynaecologists and quality referent of Bentivoglio Hospital 
aUSl Bologna

Dr. Valeria Arbizzani 
gynaecologists and quality/risk referent of Porretta 
Hospital aUSl Bologna

Dr. Matilde Ciccia 
Quality referent of neonatology/nICU - Maggiore Hospital 
aUSl Bologna

Dr. Morena Fogli 
Midwife and risk referent for the Maternity and Pediatrics 
Department aUSl Bologna

DEnMaRK

Ann Fogsgaard 
Chiefmidwife/Quality Manager Herning

Lone Neumann 
Chiefmidwife/Quality Manager 
Randers Region Hospital, Randers

Lisbet Drevs 
Chiefmidwife Region Hospital Horsens, Horsens

Karen Marie Nielsen 
Chiefmidwife Region Hospital Viborg, Viborg



FInlanD

Anna-Maija Julin 
Chiefmidwife tampere University Hospital

Susanna Myrskyranta 
Midwife tampere University Hospital

Petri Pommelin 
Quality manager  
tampere University Hospital    

Hannele Rytylä 
Chiefmidwife Vasa Hospital

Eeva-Lisa Saralampi 
Midwife Vasa Hospital

Stina Evars-Malmi 
Midwife Vasa Hospital

Marjo-Riitta Himanen 
Dir.of nursing/Quality Manager, Vasa Hospital

HollanD

Jannet J.H. Bakker 
academic Medical Centre- aMC  University Hospital , 
amsterdam

lItHUanIa

Asta Šileikiene 
Director,gP 
Seimos Clinic, Kaunas

Neringa 
nurse Manager - Seimos Clinic, Kaunas

PoRtUgal

Amélia Gracias 
Dir.of nursing/Quality Manager 
Hospital de Barlavento algarvio, Portimaó

SWEDEn

Gun-Britt Ivansson 
Quality Manager/ International coordinator 
County Council of Kronoberg

Helene Reimertz 
Director of Quality and Development 
County Council of Kronoberg

Bengt Nellgård 
MD PhD Deputy Council Director 
County Council of Kronoberg

Ingrid Tollgerdt 
PhD.Doctor in economic psicology



 Venue
Santa Maria della Vita
Via Clavature, 10 - I-40124 Bologna
051 236245

organizing Secretariat
MoMEDa EVEntI s.r.l.
Via San Felice, 38 - I-40122 Bologna
Ph. +39 051 5876729
Fax. +39 051 5876848
info@momedaeventi.com
www.momedaeventi.com


